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bay, being nearly one and half times as much as at Ahmeda-
bad, shows that up to this time the position of Bombay city
as the 'Cottonopolis' of India remains unchallenged.
The extraordinarily rapid progress of the cotton industry
in Southern India, especially in the Coimbatore District of
Madras and Mysore State, and other Indian States needs some
explanation. As mentioned previously the cotton industry to
the south of Sholapur was handicapped for want of coal But
the development of hydro-electric power in Madras (parti-
cularly the Pykara scheme in the Coimbatore District) and
Mysore State gave a great fillip to the industry in these parts
and the number of-mills in the Coimbatore District and the
Mysore State rose from 3 and 2 in 1921 to 26 and 23 in 1937
and the.average number of workers employed daily increased
from 3,780 and 4,849 in 1921 to 23,711 and 13,658 in 1937 res-
pectively.
The reasons for the phenomenal progress of the industry
in the Indian States deserve to be briefly enumerated. The
governments of the States in their anxiety to attract the in-
dustry within their own boundaries offered various eonces*
sions to the mill companies in the form of cheap or free land
and the remission of taxes. The rules and regulations formed
tinder the factory acts were kept very liberal and in some
of the States (noteworthy examples being the Nizam's terri-
tory and Indore) export duties on cotton and import duties
on piece-goods were imposed to attract the cotton mills.16
Now the cotton mills have reached almost all those parts
of India where the production of raw cotton is of some im-
portance and new mills are still being started in the interior
-districts of Madras, Bengal, the U.P. and the Punjab, where
the tempo of the progress of the industry is yet on the increase.
In Western India and M.P. where it came earlier the pace
of progress has become comparatively slow and in the city
of Bombay where it came earliest it has become almost sta-
tionary.
.   The feature of early concentration of the cotton industry
oh the western sea-coast and its subsequent dispersal in the
cotton growing regions of the interior of India is in no way
peculiar to this country alone.   Such a thing is bound to hap-
16 Report of the Indian Tariff Board (1927), Vol. H, p. 134,